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a divine mission, obedient to a mysterious voice, convinced that a man- 
loving Providence rules the course of nature, and that nothing evil can 
come to a good man, either in this world or in another. 

G. Santayana. 
Habvaed University. 

The Gospel of Pain. Thomas J. Hardy. London: George Bell & Sons. 
1908. 

This is one of the books which, by starting from a new place and not 
foretelling the goal, try to conduct us back into orthodoxy unawares. 
Mr. Hardy begins with a descriptive chapter on " The Present Unrest," 
which concludes with the modern and, I think, decadent question, 
" Whether life itself contains any indication that the struggle it involves 
is worth while." 

In the second chapter the author finds such an indication in the con- 
duct of heroic persons who suffer. In them the spiritual life triumphs, 
and if it triumphs, then the convictions in which it centers must be true. 
One of these convictions is immortality, another is God and the possibility 
of our union with him. We need this conviction in the present unrest. 
Apart from it " men have no proper joy, and only succeed in a dull 
acquiescence in duty or what they term 'fate,' or else in sating them- 
selves with pleasure till they suffer in their turn." 

In the third chapter, entitled " The Supreme Paradox," the words of 
Jesus in his humiliation are quoted, " Be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world." This is the highest example of the triumph of the spiritual 
life. It is higher than that of Socrates because Socrates in his triumph 
did not reveal so much anguish. " Expressions which never broke the 
silence of a Socrates only reveal how much fiercer was the conflict of 
Jesus, and how much more complete and sublime his victory." 

In the fourth chapter, on " The Transforming Life," it is shown how 
much importance Jesus gave to material conditions and needs, in spite 
of his ideality. The indubitable fact is pointed out that marvelous 
transformations are wrought in whole families by a single member who 
becomes imbued with the spirit of Jesus. " They are lifted above poverty 
and suffering. They have their commonwealth in heaven. They have 
realized the great secret that heaven and blessedness lie within them." 
This is a short and wise chapter. 

In the fifth chapter, on "The Spiritual Idiom," it is stated that we 
should not let the logical difficulties, arising out of intellectual language, 
get in the way of our communion with God. It is further stated that we 
could hardly imagine a number of persons communing with God except 
upon a basis of petition. It is also stated that " prayer is the solution of 
the social problem." 

The sixth chapter is called "The Problem and the Conflict." The 
spiritual life gives rise to a "problem of evil," and that problem has to 
be discussed, but without very definite results. 

In the seventh chapter, called " The Guarantee of Triumph," we are 
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indubitably landed on the old ground. Christ is the guarantee. Christ 
is divine and without sin. " There is one question which every one who 
sincerely wishes to arrive at the truth about Jesus Christ is bound to 
answer: Was he without sin? On our answer to this question turns not 
only our attitude towards Christ, but, it is not too much to say, our 
ultimate attitude towards life itself." Having saddled ourselves again 
with this unnatural question, we find ourselves in other familiar and 
inconsequent difficulties : " In what sense could a sinless person under- 
stand sin? and, what value can the triumph of a divine person have for 
mankind % " The atoning sacrifice, the incarnation, the triune mystery, 
and the other higher mathematics of a superfluous theology are brought 
bravely forward as we approach the end of the book. 

The last chapter is " The Home of the Soul." The home of the 
soul is the church. 

Nobody would suspect from the title or the early pages of the book 
where it was going to land at the end. That is the only novel thing 
about it. 

There are, however, some beautifully written passages. We are 
persuaded as we watch beside the beds of sufferers " that it is no ruthless 
crushing of life that we see, but the release of all that is noblest and 
permanent from what is temporary and obstructive. We feel that it is 
our own blindness that is death; our own protest that is discord; and in 
that silent room, saddened with the somber ritual of disease, we stand 
face to face with immortality." 

Mixed with such eloquence, we find sentences of this kind : " Saul of 
Tarsus dipped his pen into the fountain of contemporary knowledge, and 
clothed his interpretation of the cross in the garb of what was then 
' modern thought.' " The book is as undiscriminating in art as it is in 
morals and philosophy. 

Max Eastman. 
Columbia University. 
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EIVISTA FILOSOFICA. May, June, July, 1908. Un'equivalente 
aprioristica delle metafisica (pp. 289-303) : S. Tedesohi. - Meinong's 
theory of objects, treated with qualified approval. La psicolagia delta 
esperienza indifferenziata di James Ward (pp. 304-329) : A. Levi. - Con- 
tinues and concludes the account of Ward's psychological theories. 
Bramanesimo, Buddismo e Cristianesimo (pp. 330-348) : A. Timer. - Re- 
ligion begins when man first speculates on the problem of evil and of 
the finite. Brahmanism, Buddhism, and Christianity present a Hegelian 
sequence : Brahmanism believes in the abstract and indefinite, Buddhism 
in the concrete and empirical, Christianity in the union of the infinite 
and the finite. Eduardo Zeller e la sua concezione storica (pp. 349-354) : 
A. Faggi. - Zeller never overcame the disposition, derived from his 



